
 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Calendar of Events 

    4 Picture Day 

    5 Peacemaker House Party 

    5 3-Hour Early Dismissal 

    5 First Marking Period 

    9 PTA Meeting  (virtual) 

6:00-7:00 PM 

15-17 American Education 

Week  (Virtual) 

   22 Report Card Distribution 

   23 Holiday Greens  

 Distribution 

   24 Conference Day 

 Schools Closed for  

 Students 

25-26 Thanksgiving Holiday 

    3 Spirit Day 

    3 Kona Ice 

  10 Interims Grades 4&5 

   23 Peacemaker House Party   

24-31 Winter Break 

November 2021 

 Rodgers Forge Chronicles 
RFES empowers all students to be lifelong learners who are committed to academic     

excellence and global citizenships. 

Dear Rodgers Forge Families, 

October was a very KIND month! We participated in a week of wearing many colors to represent 

different virtues.  In addition, our SGA coordinated Red Ribbon Week focused on being healthy.  

The amazing participation of our students showed true committee to making good choices!  

During the month of November, we will focus on the virtue of “Friendliness”. “Friendliness is being 

a friend, through good times and bad.” We are looking forward to students in grades K-5 coming 

together with their colored house to explore the importance of this virtue on November 5th during 

Peacemaker House Parties. The winning house for 1st Quarter will be also be announced for a special 

celebration!  

 

American Education Week– November 15
th

-17
th

 from 9:00am-11:00am 

Monday, November 15th: Kindergarten and 4th grade 

Tuesday, November 16th: 1st and 2nd grade 
Wednesday, November 17th: 3rd and 5th grade 

 

During this American Education Week parents are invited to visit classrooms VIRTUALLY to see 

their student(s) hard at work.  Teachers will share specific links for logging onto Google Meets, 

including special areas and resource staff. The children will be delighted to show their loved ones 

how much progress they have made in one short term.   

 

Report Cards will be distributed on Monday, November 22nd. Please note that in accordance with 

the BCPS Grading and Reporting Policy, 1st and 4th quarter report cards will NOT have comments 

and special area grades will only be reported 2nd and 4th quarter.  Wednesday, November 24th is 

Elementary Conference Day.  There will be no school for students this day to provide an 

opportunity for parents to meet with teachers (virtually or in-person) to discuss their child(ren)’s 

progress, strengths, and needs. Kindergarten students do not receive report cards. Information 

from the Kindergarten Progress Report is shared with parents during parent conferences in the fall 

and spring.  

 

You may ask, “Where have all the trees gone?” An Arborist assessed trees in the front of school 

that needed to be removed because they were dead, in addition to over 30 ash trees that had to be 

cut down in the back as a result of beetle damage. The good news is that they were turned into 

mulch for the outside classroom and other neighboring schools. The Rodgers Forge Green School 

Council is actively working on a reforestation plan to plant new tress.  They are partnering with the 

community and various organizations for support.  We plan to keep RFES green! 

 

As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, it is the perfect time to stop and reflect on what we are 

thankful for at Rodgers Forge. I am so grateful for our dedicated teachers, your amazing 

children, and the support of the Rodgers Forge Community!  Enjoy the time with your family this 

Thanksgiving season.   

 

#RFESStrong  
Missy Fanshaw 
Principal 
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If you wish to volunteer this year, you can now click the link below to complete the required 

Volunteer Orientation and Coronavirus Prevention Principles Training.    
  

https://cos.bcps.org/departments/communications/family_and_community_engagement/b_c_p_s_vol

unteers   

  

Once completed, please drop off your Volunteer Application and 2 training certificates at 

school or send them to Ms. Wilson, Administrative Assistant, at lwilson9@bcps.org.  

Additionally, you will need to provide proof that you have been vaccinated. After your 

documentation has been processed for approval, Ms. Wilson will notify teachers you have 

been cleared to assist at school.   

  

Please note that teachers have been advised to minimize the number of volunteers in their 

classroom this year because of social distancing.   

VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

What a “Fin”tastic  O“fish”al  Staff! 
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WE ARE PEACEMAKERS!  
Our virtue for the month of November is friendliness.   “Friendliness is being a friend, through good times and 

bad.  You take an interest in other people and make them feel welcome.  You share your belongings, your time 

and yourself.  Friendliness is the best cure for loneliness.” 

 

MAGNET SCHOOLS 

• Reminder:  Applications for BCPS Magnet schools are available online until November 5, at 1 p.m.  

After that date BCPS will not be accepting applications for magnet programs. 

 

  

NOVEMBER LESSONS       

 During November, classroom lessons will address the topic of relationship skills.  Students will focus on 

communication skills that will enrich their close relationships with family and friends.   

 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS REFERRAL PROCESS – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

I wanted to provide some information on private school referrals. For those of you who are interested in 
having your child apply to a private school, I will be responsible for processing records and referrals for our 
students. The procedures below must be adhered to in order for the application process to be most efficient.  
These steps will also help expedite the application process for you and your child. 

• Please submit the application and the permission to release information forms to Mrs. Ludwig 
for processing (do not give the form directly to your child’s teacher).  The Common Referral 
Form is not to be completed by our staff until after December 1st.  This referral form is sent 
with your student’s academic transcript so that the private school receives one complete 
packet of information. 

• After December 1st, your student’s teachers will complete the Common Referral Form, which is 
a confidential document used by most private schools.  This form requests information about 
academic ability, classroom performance, school behavior, and personal abilities.   

• Please include a $5.00 check made payable to Rodgers Forge Elementary.  This fee will cover 
the cost of duplicating records, the large mailing envelope, and postage to mail the completed 
application (please do not send stamped envelopes.  

• Please be patient.  Allow at least two weeks for our staff to process your application package. 

• In order to ensure that your application is to the private school by the appropriate deadline (for 
most schools that is January 9th or 15th), please send in your request by December 16th.  All 
requests that are turned in after December 16th cannot be guaranteed to be sent out by 
January 15th. 

 

 

  Lisa Ludwig, NCC     
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The Reading Corner  
Last month I had the pleasure of presenting at the Virtual Fall Family Workshop on the 

topic of creating lifelong readers. One topic that I shared with parents is the importance of 

discussing text as children are reading.  If we are lucky enough, we may be reading a book with 

our children and the questions come a bit easier as we are following along with the plot in a 

fiction text or gathering details in a nonfiction text. However, when our kids are reading alone, 

there is still value in asking them questions along the way to monitor their comprehension and 

encourage conversation about the book. Here are several questions that can be asked about 

FICTION texts.  

 

Questions to ask when reading FICTION: 

• Setting  

– Where does this story take place? Tell me what this place was like.  

– When did this story take place?  

– Have you ever been to a place like this? If not, would you like to visit a place like this? 
Why or why not? 

• Problem/Solution  

– Who has a problem in this story? Describe the problem this character had.  

– Was the problem solved? How?  

– Did this same problem ever happen to you? What happened? How did you solve it? 

• Characters  

– Who are the main characters in your story? Did you like them? Why? 

– Choose one character and tell why she/he is important in the story.  

– Do any of the characters change? In what way?  

– Do you agree with everything the main characters do? Why or why not? 

• Plot/Main Idea  

– What was the plot or main idea?  

– How did the story begin? What happened in the middle of the story?  

– How did this story end? Can you think of another way this story might have ended? 

Please let me know if I can support you in any way! Happy Reading 😊 ~ Ms. Day - Reading Specialist  
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Kindergarten: 
Nora Blenner 
Liam Webster 
Jacob Massey 
Carmen Dodd-Cavin 
August Roberts 
Taylor Peterson 
Everett Dezman 
Theo Kelley 
Ella Day 
Joey Mross 
Henry Justice 
Charlotte Loebs 
Elinor Sampson 
Zack Silvia 
Evey Dunnigan 
Ethan Tebben  
Nora Long 
Ryan Blenner 
Naomi Bohorquez 
Douglas Hosford 
Ewan Hardy 
Alina Zhao 
Hudson Lindstrom 
Michael Dietrich 
Emmett Adair 
Sebastian Smith 
 
1st grade: 
Sloan Staley 
Audrey Thomas 
Robert Enten 
Nikos Meledones 
Remy Reilly 
Isla Walbert 
Miriam Lemberg-Spear 
Edie Kerr 
Jackson Linzey 
Jeffrey Zhao 
Evelyn Bacon 
Fiona Secor 
Owen David 
Mila Becker 
Felix Geddes 
Joseph Murphy 
Robin Bian 
 
 
 
 

 
2nd grade: 
Suzanna Silvia 
Derek Strom 
Garrett Jones 
Julia Hall 
Sienna Douglas 
Parker Small 
Anna Holdhoff 
Emma Stevenson 
Alina Zhu 
Orion Lee 
Hadley Kasten 
Madigan McNeir 
Hannah Moore 
Esther Shen 
Skyli Cook 
Hina’ea Hoopai 
Summer Nagle 
Kale Peterson 
Paul Garrity 
 
3rd grade: 
Olivia Conty 
Liz Ross 
Faye Pollack 
Blake Story 
Olivia Kahn 
Grace Magee 
Evelyn Weinstock 
Charlotte Evans 
Cora Wirth 
Michelle Razon-Fernandez 
Logan Waldinger 
Max Williams 
Joseph Razon-Fernandez 
Misha Polanco 
Violet Moreland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4th grade: 
Barack Lubang 
Gillian Phillips 
Penny Board 
Gus Murphy 
Ryan Dieter 
Lisa Ren 
Gianna Willis 
Colette Luczak 
Elsie Dietrich 
Gabbi DiGiorgio 
Addie Bond 
Audrey Hall 
Edwin Hannum 
Margo Schultz 
Blaise Dillon 
Desmond Silvia 
Chinenye Thankgod 
Josie Sauro 
Emon Stein 
Henry Deitrick 
Anna Johnson 
Emily Hogg 
Harriet Bylkas-Moore 
Leo Yang 
Raylan Derti 
Micah Strom 
Brady Seidel 
Alex Palmer 
Annika Hall 
 
5th grade: 
Camryn Dodd-Cavin 
Olivia McEwan 
Glenny Duarte Contreras 
Damiyah Jones 
Lilly Reed 
Ryan McKenzie 
Gabriela Real German 
Lauren Kaustel 
Kaz Kysiak 
Avery Hankinson 
Liyana Monir 
Clara Putnam 
Elliott Roberts  
Henry Arthur 
Dylan Story 
Bijou Blum 
Claire Smith 
Jackson Kasten 
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Congratulations to the WINNERS of the 
SPOOKY STORY contest!!! 

Thank you to Ms. Witchy Poo for flying around RFES to announce the 
winners of the October spooky writing contest: 

Kindergarten: Hudson Gorski 
1st grade: Charlotte Burger 

2nd grade: Leo Meacham 
3rd grade: Sophie Anaya 

4th grade: Atyaani Bhattacharya 
5th grade: Willa Prue 

 
 

The Literacy Committee enjoyed reading all 130 spooky story and 
mystery entries from the incredibly talented writers of RFES! 
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Happy Fall! As we look ahead into the winter months, BCPS is closely monitoring the 

anticipated approval of the COVID-19 vaccine for children, ages 5-11 years.  Stay 

tuned for more information regarding vaccine roll-out and clinics, as BCPS is working 

with the county Health Department. Additionally, many symptoms of illnesses in 

children are overlapping. I would encourage you and your families to get your flu shot 

to add protection against the seasonal flu virus.   

Many thanks to the families who donated spare clothes for the health suite. We are 

now well-stocked (and sized) for when those accidents happen. Thank you again! 

Stay well, 

Leah House, RN 

School Nurse 

lhouse@bcps.org 

 

 

 
 

 

If you need help finding a provider or location to receive a flu shot, please let me    

know, I can help! 
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The Equity Committee is very excited to share our Multicultural Spotlight 

with you for November!  November is such a special month where families from 

various cultural traditions get together with loved ones and spend time cooking, 

eating, and spending time together. From October 31st until November 2nd, many 

Spanish speaking countries celebrate “Dia de los Muertos” or “Day of the Dead”. 

This holiday is a special time to remember and honor family and friends who have 

passed away. People put marigolds (orange flowers), candles, photographs, 

foods, and beloved items on the tombstones in the cemetery and in special altars 

inside people’s homes. An altar is a table which is used as a center of worship 

during the holiday. Families pray for their deceased ancestor’s (family 

members) souls to be at peace, and they pray to welcome their souls back to 

earth for their special day to be reunited with their family members. This is a 

happy holiday where people tell stories about their loved ones, eat their 

favorite foods, and go to parades with colorful decorations, music, and dancing. 

October 31st is called “All Hallows Eve” where the children make special altars 

for the children who have passed away called “Angelitos” or “little angels”. 

November 1st is called, “All Saints Day” where the adult spirits will come for a 

visit and November 2nd is called “All Souls Day” where the families visit the 

cemetery. All three days are filled with lots of fun and good food, family time, 

music, singing, and dancing at the colorful parades in each city.  

The following photographs are from Guatemala during The Day of the 

Dead celebration. People in Guatemala make giant kites to celebrate! 
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The following photographs of altars are from Mexico during the Day of 

the Dead in a church and in someone’s home.  

 

 

These pictures are from a Parade in Mexico! 
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The following photographs of altars are from Mexico during the Day of 

the Dead in a church and in someone’s home.  

 

 

These pictures are from a Parade in Mexico! 
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If you would like to read a wonderful fictional story about a little girl 

named Maria and her family on Dia de los Muertos, look for this book in 

Reading A- Z.  

 

In addition to “Dia de los Muertos”, many families across the United States 

celebrate Thanksgiving to commemorate the 1621 harvest feast shared by the 

English colonists (Pilgrims) of Plymouth and the Wampanoag people. During this 

time of year, it is very important to honor the original inhabitants of our country, 

the Native Americans. They lived here before the English came over on ships. This 

land was originally theirs and after the English arrived in North America, they 

brought diseases, war, and hardship upon all Native People. The Indigenous 

people (the first people to inhabit a geographic region) and cultures of North 

America are still alive today in our country. Each tribe has their own unique 

culture, language, food, traditions, and beliefs. We can learn a lot about 

ourselves and our way of life by learning about others. Indigenous people carry 

on the legacy of their ancestors in so many beautiful and fascinating ways! 

*You can learn more about Native American history and culture here. 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/topic/native-americans  

* See below for links to complete storybooks about indigenous people and 

cultures. 



PAGE 12 
 RODGERS FORGE CHRONICLES 

VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1  

 

 If you would like to read a story book about our native people, 

click on one of these links! 

Click HERE to enjoy, Zonia’s Rain Forest by Juana Martinez-Neal.  

Click HERE to enjoy Fry Bread by Kevin Noble Maillard. 

 Click HERE to enjoy We Are Water Protectors by Carole Lindstrom. 

 Click HERE to enjoy Encuentro (Encounter) by Jane Yolen 



PAGE 13 
 RODGERS FORGE CHRONICLES 

VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1  

Math Masters 

 

 
 

Math Masters at RFES has just begun! Teachers have participated in training and 

prepared materials to begin implementing this program. Students have started 

their “golf games” which are on display outside the gym. We are excited to see 

their progress this year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Math Committee has planned November’s House Party! The theme for this 

month is “friendliness.” Students will create a “Friend Tree” in the hallway with 

ideas of how to be a good friend.  
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SWAG SHOP!!!! Our Peacemaker Swag Shop is back in person!! 

On Wednesday, November 3rd all students will have the opportunity 

to use their Rodger bucks to “purchase” a variety of items and/or 

experiences. This is always a fun day for the students and a way for 

them to celebrate their success in our Peacemaker program.   

 

 

 

Our next house party will be on Friday, November 5th and we will be 

learning about the virtue of friendliness! Friendliness is being a 

friend, through good times and bad. Taking an interest in other 

people and making them feel welcome. Also, sharing your belongings, 

your time, and yourself. Friendliness is the best cure for loneliness. 

We will be focusing on how to be friendly during the month of 

November.  

Ask your child ways they can be a good friend while at school!  

 

Last month the Literacy Committee planned the Virtual Generations Day which 
was a huge success for all grade levels. Students loved seeing their special 
visitors from all around the world on the big screen and engaging in fun 
activities together. Our committee was lucky enough to read ALL 130 entries for 
the Spooky Story Contest! As always, we were amazed by the talent and 
creativity of our young RFES authors. 
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Exploratory Music (4th) 

 
This month, students will be creating their own percussion instruments 

as part of our “Percussion Family Unit.” Students should gather 

household or recycled materials to bring to school to build their 

instrument. Here is the day your child should bring their materials to 

school to build their instrument: 

 

Mrs. Piunti’s class: November 18th                                                                                                   

Mrs. Traynor’s class: November 19th 

  Mrs. Lark’s class: November 22nd  

Mrs. Lee’s class: November 23rd 

 

 

Instrumental Music (5th) 
 

Students will be practicing music to prepare for the Winter Concert 

Recordings the week of December 6th. Students will participate in two 

full-band and full-orchestra ensemble rehearsals during the month of 

November.  

 

Friday November 12th: All Band (1:20-2:10) 

                                            All Orchestra  (2:50-3:40) 

 

        Friday November 19th: All Orchestra (1:20-2:10) 

                                      All Band (2:50-3:40) 
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November Library Update! 

 
Hello everyone, from the place where we are thankful for great books, the 

Rodgers Forge library! Welcome to one of the most fun and exciting months of 

the  school year, and one filled with more great library units and lessons in our 

awesome library! Check out the bookshelves with some of the new books that 

arrived these last few months! 

  

These are some pictures of our “ocean-themed” library displays as we “swim 

together” into a new year! Each week, your student will attend library media 

class, as we explore different types of literature and do a “deep dive” into the 

search for information from books and online sources! They will enjoy read-

aloud stories, and get a chance to check out books! Kindergarteners and 1st 

Graders will be able to check out 1 book, 2nd – 4th graders take home 2, and 5th 

graders have the ability to check out 3!  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 
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 November Lesson Focus – Reading Online 

 
In November, our library units are in the middle of a focus on Reading Online! We 

will take a look at reading skills when using databases, as well as online literature 

databases like Ebooks and Tumblebooks. We’ll also talk about the tools available 

to help them comprehend what they read. These are just a few of the topics we 

are covering!  

 

EBOOKS!!! READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 
What are ebooks? They are books you can read and check out on your computer 

right from BCPSOne!!! They have features like an on-screen reader, electronic 

bookmarks, and even the ability to take notes. Thanks to the generosity of the 

Follett Corporation, we have been gifted $935 for an ebook online order! Here 

are 2 videos to help you get started with how to check out and enjoy the features 

of ebooks! 

Here is a direct link to the Library site! 

https://baltimore.follettdestiny.com/common/welcome.jsp?context=saas007_19

93744 

Here is a video showing you how to navigate from clicking the above link to get to 

Ebooks and how to use the features! 

     

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZ1RU2SFNBE&t=30s 
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News          

Happy  Thanksgiving!  

As your child’s Art Teacher, I am so thankful to have 

the opportunity to work with all the wonderful 

students here at RFES!  I love helping and inspiring 

young artists to grow and create. 

Specia note to parents: 

The ART ROOM is in need of the following items: 

1. Aluminum Soda Cans ( to use as sculpture supports) 

2. Plastic Soda/Water Botttles any size (to be used for plastic 

sculpting) 3 littter to 4 ounce bottles. 

3. Plastic grocery bags ( to store clay in) 

4. Cardboard toilet paper/paper towel tubes ( to be used for 

printing and sculpture) 

5. Magazines -kid-friendly- such as Better Homes & Gardens, 

House or Cooking Magazines, etc. (No Sports Illustrated or 

Beauty Magazines because of inappropriate content) to use for 

both collages as well as Magazine Paint Pallettes.   

6. Sponges  
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   The 5th grade students are continuing to create their 

Koi Fish Compositions.  Students are using oil pastels 

and water-resist art techniques to create this work.   

Grades 3 and 4 students are just finishing up with 

their Gyotaku Fish Print Compositons.  Grade 4 

students will begin their multi-media Self Portrait 

Unit involving both realistic observational drawing 

as well as other techniques.  Make sure your 4th grade 

child brings their smile to their next art class. 😊  
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Grade 3 artist will be starting their Ceramic 

Character Sculpture using a variety of clay sculpting 

techniques. Second grade artists are using a variety 

of art media such as oil pastel, tempera paint, collage 

and print-making to create a Cityscape Composition.  

Grade 1 artists are 

practicing the alphabet 

letters, creating pattern 

with parallel lines and 

getting their appetites 

ready for the Novemeber 

feast by creating their 

own Alphabet Soup Multi-media 

Composiotions.   

Kindetgarten artists are 

learning that LINE is an art 

element that is the “path 

created by a moving point.”  

Kindergarten students are 

creating 4 different types 

of patterns by repeating 

lines and colors.  This is 

only the 

beginning of 

their 

journey to 

yet another wonderful art masterpiece!  
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Musical Greetings, 

The year is flying by.  We have started chorus club on Tuesday mornings.  It is a 

great way to start my day.  All the students at RFES have been busy working on many new 

music skills.   

Kindergarteners have been singing and moving to our music.  We have practiced 

steady beat using our rhythm instruments.  One of our favorite songs is The Apple Song. 

First graders have been exploring opposites found in our music, long and short, 

forte and piano, presto and largo.  We have listened to “In the Hall of the Mountain King,” 

from the “Peer Gynt Suite”, in order to identify musical characteristics such as tempo and, 

dynamics.   

Second graders have been reviewing note values and have begun to read and 

perform half notes. We have explored instrument timbres by accompanying our music with 

sound effect type instruments.    

Third graders are learning to follow music sign posts so that we can find our way 

through our music using repeat signs, first and second endings and our favorite, D.S. al 

Coda!  Next, we will be learning the names of the notes on the treble clef staff. 

Fourth graders have been creating harmony by singing rounds and creating 

ostinatos in songs.  We have been playing autoharps and boomwhackers.  

Fifth grade has been focused on rhythms. It will be concert time before we know 

it, so we are diving into our program music.  Information about our recording schedule will 

be going home after Thanksgiving. 

You will have an opportunity to hear the Chorus Club and 5th Grade Chorus sing as 

part of the winter concert.  It will look different this year.  We will be recording our 

music the week before and then our concert songs will be shared on our RFES YouTube 

channel on Tuesday, December 14.  

At this time of year, it seems appropriate to say thanks to all of you for supporting your 

students in their personal musical growth.  Your encouragement as they explore music, 

take lessons, practice, listen to music and go to live musical performances is so important 

in their development.  
 

Sing-cerely, 

Mrs. Lisa Tierney ltierney@bcps.org 
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Create a family concert night on Tuesday, December 14, 2021. 
Enjoy concert music brought to you by the RFES Chorus Club and Fifth 

Grade Band, Orchestra and Chorus! 
Pop some popcorn, make some hot chocolate and enjoy the hard work 

of our very musical students. 
Songs will be available for viewing on the RFES YouTube channel. 

 
 

 Any day can be a Box Tops day!  

 

Our music department and all Rodgers Forge students benefit from the Box 

Tops program.  This year we will be using our funds for new xylophones, bell 

sets, and ukulele music! 

Download the free Box Tops app and scan your receipts from the grocery 

store, Target and Walmart…wherever you buy Box Tops products!  

Click the link below for more information!    

https://www.boxtops4education.com/en/How%20To%20Earn   


